The Pennine Acute Hospitals ECZB
A&E MANAGEMENT OF SPONTANEOUS PNEUMOTHORAX '
If bilateral pneumothoraces or patient is haemodynamically unstable proceed directly to

chest drain

Known respiratory disease or
Age >50 and significant smoking history or
Evidence of underlying lung disease O/E or CXR

NO YES

\ 4

\ 4

Primary Secondary

-Size of pneumothorax is the intrapleural
distance at the level of the hilum on CXR

Y

A4 -CXRs are best viewed on PACS workstation
NO SOB or SOB or
Size >2cm YES Size >2cm
lYES NO
A 4
Aspirate (16-18G cannula) Size <lcm [
DO NOT continue after 2.5l
NO YES
\ 4
Y Aspirate (16-18G cannula)
Successful? DO NOT continue after 2.5l
Size <2cm and no SOB
YES NO Y y
NO
Chest o Successful?
drain h Size <1cm

YES

\ 4 4’

+If aspiration performed admit to CDU
for 4 hours observation
*Complete chest clinic referral form

\4

Fax:78529 , .
-Verbal discharge advice Admit Medics

*Give patient advice leaflet
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